188                  To George ffardinge                [irsa

General Conway has just been here in great spirits and told
me of it.

2281,     To GrEORGKE HAKDINGKE.

March 8, 1782.

IT is very pleasing to receive congratulation from a friend
on a friend's success: that success, however, is not so agree-
able as the universal esteem allowed to Mr. Conway's
characters which not only accompanies his triumph, but
I believe contributed to it. To-day, I suppose, all but
his character will be reversed; for there must have been
a miraculous change if the Philistines do not bear as ample
a testimony to their Dagon's honour, as conviction does to
that of a virtuous man. In truth, I am far from desiring
that the opposition should prevail yet: the nation is not
sufficiently changed, nor awakened enough, and it is sure
of having its feelings repeatedly attacked by more woes;
the blow will have more effect a little time hence: the
clamour must be loud enough to drown the huzzas of five
hoarse bodies, the Scotch, Tories, clergy, law, and army;
who would soon croak if new ministers cannot do what the
old have made impossible; and therefore, till general dis-
tress involves all in complaint, and lays the cause undeniably
at the right doors, victory will be but momentary, and the
conquerors would soon be rendered more unpopular than
the vanquished; for, depend upon it, the present ministers
would not be as decent and as harmless an opposition as
the present. Their criminality must be legally proved and
stigmatized, or the pageant itself would soon be restored to
essence. Base money will pass till cried down. I wish
you may keep your promise of calling upon me better than
you have done. Remember, that though y<w have time
enough before you, I have not; and, consequently, must bevision.
